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Freedom of Information Applications — Government Responses to Questions — Adjournment Debate 

HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [10.20 pm]: I will talk about some of the matters regarding freedom 
of information applications that the Leader of the House raised during the Address-in-Reply debate. 
Unfortunately, I was not in the chamber at the time, but I watched him and listened to his comments on the 
television in my office with some interest. What was of most interest to me were some of the assertions he made 
regarding the motivations for making FOI applications. I will give members a couple of examples. I asked for a 
copy of the Minister for Fisheries’ diary through an FOI application, and I got a response. 

Hon Norman Moore: Why don’t you tell us about the one you asked for about all references to every demersal 
fish known to mankind? 

Hon JON FORD: I asked for the minister’s ministerial diary. This is a good example for the minister because it 
cleared an issue that had been raised with me. The matter related to the number of people from the fishing 
industry that the minister had seen. I asked the minister that question because most people in the fishing industry 
told me that they could not see the minister. 

Hon Norman Moore: That is rubbish. 

Hon JON FORD: It was rubbish. When I got the minister’s diary, I could see how many fishing-related 
meetings he had had. I suspected that it was rubbish because I know that it is a people-orientated industry. 
Everyone wants to speak to the minister but the minister cannot possibly do that. My FOI application actually 
worked in the minister’s favour. He complains about people asking for his diary — 

Hon Norman Moore: I asked for information — 

Hon JON FORD: I have the floor. 

Hon Norman Moore: Good on you. I will get up after you. 

THE DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon Ken Travers): Order! I have given the Leader of the House a fair bit of 
latitude during the adjournment debate tonight. Hon Jon Ford has clearly indicated that he does not want to take 
interjections and I ask all members to not interject. 

Hon JON FORD: I had another freedom of information application regarding resources safety statistics held by 
the Department of Mines and Petroleum. Over a long time when negotiating with the minister’s freedom of 
information coordinator, my officer was told to reduce the scope of the application. That resulted in about 5 000 
documents being produced. The minister’s officers were concerned because there were a heap of names listed on 
the safety and incident reports that they would have to contact. I was not interested in that. I believe that the 
resources safety department is, at best, inconsistent in its work and, at worst, incompetent. I have received 
information from mining companies of their versions of incidents, and I want to check that against the 
department’s version. I am interested in getting the various statistics and being able to corroborate them. After a 
long time of negotiating backwards and forwards, we received a blunt no. That is okay because I will get access 
to that information through other means. 

The Leader of the House made some comments about credit cards. He asked why people would want to know 
about credit cards. It is public expenditure. When I was a minister, I used to get FOI applications about credit 
cards, but not from the Liberal Party or anyone in the then opposition. The West Australian applied for FOI 
applications and had a permanent person employed to look through freedom of information reports. We had a 
dedicated person in our office to deal with that all the time. I cannot see anything wrong with that. That is public 
expenditure and it needs to be scrutinised. Like the Leader of the House, I was happy to give that information to 
anyone. 

Why did I not get any FOI applications from the Liberal Party? I can make two assumptions about that. When I 
first became a minister and discussed answering the opposition’s questions with the then Leader of the House, 
Hon Kim Chance, he said that it was his view that I should give the opposition everything, unless it related to 
commercial confidentiality. Even then, I could talk to the opposition about that behind the chair, which is what I 
did. Not once did I try to wriggle out of providing an answer. I gave the opposition, as honestly as I could, the 
information that I had at the time, and so did Hon Kim Chance. I can make the assumption that the member got 
the information that he wanted, which I very rarely get from the questions I ask. I get bland, open-ended 
answers. We do not have any choice but to exercise freedom of information provisions, but I can make the 
assumption that when in opposition the Liberal Party was just lazy. The government is complaining about getting 
so many FOI applications that, I think the Leader of the House said, he needs to employ two people full time. If 
that is the case, so be it. That is what the act is about. It is about giving people in Western Australia access to 
open and accountable government. The Premier threatened the other day that if he did not get the sort of FOI 
questions that he regarded as reasonable, he would consider changing the act. That does not bode well for open 
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and accountable government. The Leader of the House should answer questions. When we ask questions without 
notice, he tells us to give him a question on notice and he will give us the detail, but we then get open-ended, 
airy-fairy answers. 

Hon Norman Moore: I am happy to take as long as you like on the answers. 

Hon JON FORD: I could stand every night for the next year and read through the answers that the Leader of the 
House has given me. When I was sitting on that side of the chamber, the leader used the numbers of the house to 
force me to deliver documents that did not exist about a member of the public service at the time, Helen Creed. 
The Leader of the House will never have that scrutiny. 

Hon Norman Moore: Why not? 

Hon JON FORD: We do not have the numbers to force it. The government has an outright majority. 

Hon Norman Moore: You have had the numbers in the past six months. You took the business of the house out 
of the government’s hands last week. 

Hon JON FORD: No, that is what the government did. In fact, it got its mates in Canberra to conduct a senate 
inquiry into the Varanus Island explosion to create some big political storm for no good reason. Then when it 
was in government and had a way of dealing with a matter, it procrastinated, did not want to deal with it and 
gave us all those excuses. It was the complete opposite of the position it adopted when it was sitting over here. It 
is the height of hypocrisy to sit there and complain about being asked questions. The Leader of the House says 
that if we ask him the questions he will give us the answers. Give us the answers. That is all we are asking for. 
 


